
In recognition of mediation’s value 
in cross-border trade, its 
increasing use in commercial 
practice, significant benefits, and 
that a framework for settlement 
agreements will help develop 
harmonious international relations, 
the Parties (Contracting States) 
agree as follows.

1 SCOPE OF 
APPLICATION

The Convention applies to an 
international settlement agreement 
resulting from mediation that is 
concluded in writing. 

It does not apply to settlements 
relating to personal, family, 
household disputes or relating to 
family, inheritance or employment 
law. 

It does not apply to settlements that 
are enforceable as court judgments 
or arbitral awards (following their 
approval or recording).

5 GROUNDS FOR 
REFUSAL

The competent authority may 
refuse enforcement or invocation 
on these grounds:

• Party was under incapacity;

• Issues with settlement (e.g. null 
and void, not binding or final, 
subsequently modified, obligations 
performed or unclear, reliance on 
settlement is contrary to its terms.)

• Mediator breached standards or 
failed to disclose facts relating to 
impartiality and independence. 

• Public policy or subject matter 
incapable of mediated settlement.

4 REQUIREMENTS 
FOR RELIANCE

A party seeking enforcement or 
invocation in a Contracting State is 
to submit:

• Parties’ signed settlement; and

• Mediator’s signature/ document 
signed by mediator/ attestation by 
a mediation institution; or any other 
evidence acceptable to that state’s 
competent authority.

7 OTHER LAWS OR 
TREATIES

Application of more favourable 
national legislation or treaties to 
matters covered by the Convention. 

10-11
Art 10 – 11: Convention’s 
depository is UN Sec-Gen; sign at 
UN HQ in New York; signatories 
to ratify by depositing instrument 
with depository.

14-16
Art 14 – 16: Entry into force (12 
September 2020); Amendment; 
and Denunciation.

8 RESERVATIONS

Contracting State may declare:

• It shall not apply Convention to 
settlements to which the Govt (or 
related agencies) is a party;

• It shall apply Convention only 
where parties have agreed to 
apply the treaty.

2 DEFINITIONS

“in writing”: Recorded in any form.

“mediation”: A process where parties 
reach an amicable settlement with 
the aid of a neutral with no authority 
to impose a solution on them.

Note: “international” is explained in 
Art 1(1) read with Art 2(1).

3 GENERAL 
PRINCIPLES

Each Contracting State shall, in 
accordance with its procedural 
rules and the Convention: 

(i) Enforce a settlement (sword); and 

(ii) Allow its invocation by a party to 
prove that a matter had already 
been resolved, if a dispute arises on 
that matter (shield).

6 PARALLEL 
APPLICATIONS

Decision on enforcement or 
invocation may be adjourned, with 
suitable security, if a parallel 
application exists.

9 EFFECT ON 
SETTLEMENT 
AGREEMENTS

Convention applies only to 
settlements concluded after the 
treaty enters into force for the 
Contracting State. 
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The Singapore Convention on Mediation is designed to be simple 
and adopted by different jurisdictions. It packs a powerful 
premise: mediated settlement agreements can be globally 
enforceable. We outline the 16 articles here1.

1 This summary is not a substitute for the full text of the Convention, 
which can be found here: uncitral.un.org/en/texts/mediation.

THE 
CONVENTION 
CONDENSED

12-13
Art 12 – 13: Regional Economic 
Integration Organizations; and 
non-unified legal systems.
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